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But don’t just take our word for it, this is what our current Engineering Placement Student, 
Dan, an Engineering student at Oxford Brookes, said when we asked him these questions 
about his placement with us… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Us 

Optimax is an independent specialist in Optical Inspection 
and Measurement equipment. Not only do we supply 
products, we also deliver technical support, service, 
calibration, repairs and training on them. 

We work with a range of industries, including aerospace, 
automotive and electronic engineering and our equipment is 
used in diverse applications, from production and quality 
control, to research, development and testing. 

Why Work with Us? 

We are a relatively small business, so during a placement with us you will get to know everyone in the company 

and have the chance to really become part of the team. You will learn not only how to work as an engineer, 

but about our company as a whole, giving you a broader understanding of how businesses operate. 

Although we specialise in inspection and metrology equipment, you won’t just learn about this; our equipment 

is used in all sorts of industries, for all sorts of different applications so you will gain knowledge of 

manufacturing and engineering processes across a huge range of customers. Our clients range from small 

family businesses right up to internationally recognised brands. Working across all of these will give you an 

insight into how different sorts of companies are run, what they are really like and help you to decide what 

sort of environment you would like to work in once you have graduated. 

What were you looking for in your placement? 

My main priority was finding somewhere where I could get an insight into 

the real workings of an engineering company. I wasn’t as interested in 

some of the “big names” because I felt that I probably wouldn’t get as 

much experience as from a smaller company. I did have an opportunity at 

one of the big names and it was a difficult decision to make, but looking 

back now I definitely made the right decision to come to Optimax. 

I wanted to learn from a company with a good wealth of knowledge and 

experience in engineering, and that is what I have done. 
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Why did you choose a placement in Metrology and Inspection? 
Before I started here, I didn’t know a lot about Metrology but I was interested to learn more about it. I only 

really had a brief understanding of it from uni so it was something I was happy to spend more time on. 

Although Optimax specialise in Metrology and Inspection, I still knew it was going to be essentially an 

engineering placement where I would get broad engineering experience. I knew I would still be fixing 

problems, developing my practical skills and learning about working and business in the industry which would 

all be transferrable skills. It has worked out really well, Optimax work with so many different companies, I 

have gained an insight into lots of different companies and seen them on the inside, which has altered my 

perceptions of them and helped me to think about where I would want to work in the future. 

 

What have been the highlights of your placement? 
Working on our stand at the Advanced Engineering Exhibition was a really good experience; to go and set up 

the stand and equipment and then work on the stand during the show. It was something I had never done 

before; it gave me the chance to work with different people and it was interesting to go to an exhibition, meet 

competitors and clients and get a wider insight into the industry. 

The other big highlight was my trip to Romania – travelling independently to install a piece of equipment for 

a customer.  It was a fun experience, I had to face new challenges, culture and language barriers, but it was 

good to go and do something different! 

 

Would you recommend this placement? 
Definitely. I have had a great experience and compared to some of my peers who haven’t enjoyed their 

placements as much, I feel quite lucky. I feel like you get as much out as you put in and that has worked really 

well for me. I feel like my career prospects have been massively boosted by my experience and that I could 

pretty much walk out of my placement and into a good career. 

 
If you are interested in working with us, please complete our application form and send a copy of your CV to 

jobs@optimaxonline.com We look forward to hearing from you soon! 

 

It has really improved my work ethic and given me a realisation that a 

proper working routine really improves your productivity. I have been 

able to see the positive results of my work and that has had a really good 

impact on my attitude and motivation. This is definitely something that I 

feel will help me to be more successful in the final year of my degree and 

in the future. I am also planning to base my dissertation on Metrology 

now and have some good ideas about how to approach this. 

How do you feel your placement has contributed to your studies? 
It has helped me in lots of ways. I look at things differently now; I look at things a lot more practically, how 

they fit together and work. My problem solving skills have expanded and I feel more confident with this. I have 

worked in places where I will turn up to something that is unexpected and I need to adapt and think quickly 

to solve problems. This has been challenging but this is what really happens. My practical skills have increased 

dramatically because I am doing complex practical tasks everyday. 
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